
10 November 2023 

MPs and public show support for
“vibrant” ISS pickets

Support from MPs and the public poured in this week for ISS members who are
undertaking 36 days of strike action.

Around 100 PCS members employed as cleaners, security guards and support
staff in three major government departments for the outsourced company ISS are
striking from November 1 to 17 and from November 27 to December 15.  

The second day of the 36-day strike by low-paid PCS members working in the
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, the Department for Business and
Trade, and the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology coincided with
the "pomp and ceremony" of the state opening of parliament on 7 November. 

As well as receiving support from many passers-by and colleagues in the civil
service, a number of Labour MPs visited the picket line on the day of the opening
of parliament to express their solidarity with ISS strikers. 

John McDonnell MP said he is “proud to be back on the picket line" with our
members and that "outsourcing of our public services has undermined the living
standards of these workers exploited by profiteering companies like ISS.” 

Beth Winter noted that, while parliament was preparing to hear the King’s
Speech, “outsourced PCS cleaners at Whitehall departments are striking against
an insulting 2.2% pay offer”. 

Ian Byrne also addressed our ISS strikers in Whitehall on 7 November, calling it a
“vibrant picket line”. 

Vibrant pickets

Another well-attended and boisterous picket line was held on 9 November, when
members turned out in their dozens to keep the pressure on the employer. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fsupport-our-iss-picket-during-state-opening-parliament&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C5c7fb22f56a9442cc2d408dbe1ff3a45%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638352258531779863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=50Wg5pivMpcc%2Bm3Cjv7%2FuL214q1UzGzrC42%2F2JzudL0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fsupport-our-iss-picket-during-state-opening-parliament&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C5c7fb22f56a9442cc2d408dbe1ff3a45%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638352258531779863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=50Wg5pivMpcc%2Bm3Cjv7%2FuL214q1UzGzrC42%2F2JzudL0%3D&reserved=0


The next picket lines will be on 15 November at 3-8 Whitehall Place and 16
November at 1 Victoria Street. 

Further picket lines will be announced unless ISS are able to end this dispute with
an increased pay offer, a commitment to better terms and conditions, and
recognition of PCS as our members’ trade union.  

Show your support  

Visit the next picket lines on 15 November at 3-8 Whitehall Place (8:00 -
10:00); and 16 November at 1 Victoria Street (8:00 -10:00).  
Donate to the ISS strike fund using account number 20331490 sort code: 60-
83-01, account name PCS Fighting Fund Levy (please use ISS as the
reference).  
Sign the petition to the chief executive of the Government Property Agency.  
Send messages of support to editor@pcs.org.uk  

Not yet a PCS member? Join online today.  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.megaphone.org.uk%2Fpetitions%2Fdemand-an-end-to-iss-greed&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C5c7fb22f56a9442cc2d408dbe1ff3a45%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638352258531779863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EooeQ39Lwl9WYjgdycVnmVNXPvDzb3ZiVsPSOLtXN2s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:editor@pcs.org.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpcsunion.force.com%2Fonlinejoiningform&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C5c7fb22f56a9442cc2d408dbe1ff3a45%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638352258531779863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hlOsiYcZl9o7GqcLKT1h42kuKEI3aF3tviUwBBga%2BB0%3D&reserved=0

