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Mark Serwotka warns of "mass
defiance and opposition" to new
strike laws

On the eve of a Special TUC congress, the PCS general secretary has called on the
government to drop plans to prevent strike action in the Border Force.

PCS will join a Special TUC congress this weekend (9 December) to discuss the
next stage of campaigning against the government’s anti-strike laws. 

In the king’s speech last month, the government promised to rush through
minimum service levels laws which would effectively criminalise strike action for
thousands of our Home Office members in the Border Force and the Passport
Office.  

If the government gets its way, it will have the power to implement them and
undermine the right to strike of hundreds of thousands of workers by Christmas. 

Speaking ahead of the special congress meeting to oppose the government’s
minimum service levels legislation, Mark Serwotka said: 

“This is one of the worst attacks on workers’ rights in living memory. Rather than
attacking our right to strike, ministers should be addressing why people take
strike action. 

“If they were serious about heading off strike action in the Border Force, they
could do so immediately by giving our members a fair pay rise. Instead, they are
attempting to criminalise the same workers they praised during the pandemic. 

“They should drop these plans while they can or face a campaign of mass
defiance and opposition." 

TUC special congress 
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The meeting at Congress House in London will debate a TUC General Council
statement based on a campaign plan and hear contributions from workers directly
impacted by the government’s minimum service levels legislation. 

At its special congress, the TUC will discuss ways of resisting and mobilising
against the legislation.

PCS has been urging the public to put pressure on their MPs into opposing these
anti-strike restrictions. Several MPs have already slammed these proposed laws
 as a political attack on the democratic right to withdraw labour, as virtually
unworkable in practice, and as potential breaches of international law.  

You can watch the special congress on a live-stream. We will also provide a report
of the meeting afterwards. 

For more information on the Special congress, see the TUC website. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Furge-your-mp-protest-minimum-service-levels&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C15af99b600cc4c66e0db08dbf7dadb92%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638376291576168688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CfEk%2FWcTy9OhpucMFWdiB4NSasx3O9rIIGbqY%2BXimdU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fmps-protest-threat-anti-strike-laws-pcs-members&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C15af99b600cc4c66e0db08dbf7dadb92%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638376291576324893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DH%2F4x%2Fk9ZLb6tQA9qYB4uoV9C28o0nT1UpbbqABl1A8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tuc.org.uk%2Fwatch-congress-live&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C15af99b600cc4c66e0db08dbf7dadb92%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638376291576481153%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=90I9iqUI9YDp5xNrIDcENS8TXGBOCnyaCXj9rjm9Z8w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tuc.org.uk%2Fspecial-congress&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C15af99b600cc4c66e0db08dbf7dadb92%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638376291576481153%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=niqMe9jUc4ZJr9E%2BfzZ4PFpn%2BdhyULSo9hwt7HEz3OU%3D&reserved=0

